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Dynamic Landscape Strategic Accessibility Opportunity in Challenge

Reykjanes is a vibrant, living volcanic Its close proximity to Keflavik Airport We see natural challenges not as
system, characterized by frequent I makes it one of the most accessible obstacles, but as unique opportunities.

eruptions since 2021. This constant active volcanic areas globally, drawing By strategically developing educational,
geological activity offers an significant international attention and scientific, and tourism assets, we
unparalleled natural laboratory for providing easy access for visitors. convert risk into valuable experience.
observation and learning.



Project Aim: Regenerative
Geotourism

Our core objective is to cultivate a model of regenerative tourism within this
active volcanic environment. This approach ensures that tourism contributes
positively to the area, enhancing both its natural and cultural heritage.

Global Hub Attract & Engage
Strengthening Reykjanes as a Attracting international research
leading hub for geoscience, and educational groups, offering
volcanology, and sustainability them unique field study
education and research. opportunities.

Local Empowerment

Building local capacity for safe, informed, and enriching hosting
experiences, fostering community involvement.



Why Now? Global Interest and
Market Demand

The current geological activity in Reykjanes has created an unprecedented
moment to capitalize on global interest and growing demand for specialized
educational experiences.
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Ongoing Eruptions Growing Global Market
Highlighting the dynamic nature of Approximately 2 million students
Icelandic volcanism and fostering annually undertake short study
immediate global scientific tours worldwide, with 500,000
interest. from the US alone.
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Demand for Guided Experiences

A clear need for safe, expertly guided, and knowledge-rich geological
experiences is emerging.




Key Target Audiences

Our initiative is designed to appeal to a diverse range of groups eager to
learn from and engage with the unique environment of Reykjanes.
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Universities & Research Institutes

-_E’@' Global academic bodies seeking unique field study opportunities in volcanology,

geology, and environmental science.

School Groups & Field Courses

Educational institutions looking for immersive, real-world learning experiences
beyond the classroom.

Professionals

Experts in crisis management, natural hazards, and sustainability seeking
practical insights from an active natural laboratory.

Local Community

Empowering residents as vital knowledge co-creators and beneficiaries of
the geopark's educational mission.



Key Project Components

Our initiative is structured around four interconnected components, each vital to
building a robust educational geotourism program.

Educational Content

Development of comprehensive field guides, essential safety handbooks,
and engaging learning tasks tailored for various educational levels.

Strategic Marketing

Targeted campaigns reaching universities, scientific networks, and
educational travel agencies worldwide to promote our offerings.

Active Promotion

3 Hosting conferences, workshops, and creating compelling digital content,
including informative podcasts, to disseminate knowledge.

Monitoring & Evaluation

Establishing robust feedback loops and sustainability planning to ensure
continuous improvement and long-term viability of the program.




Tangible Outputs & Impact

This project will deliver a range of practical resources and foster significant connections

Comprehensive Resources Enhanced Visibility

« Multilingual educational handbooks covering geology, hazards, « Increased international recognition and visibility for
and sustainability. Reykjanes UNESCO Global Geopark.

« Dynamic digital resources: engaging videos, informative « Stronger, collaborative links with global science and
podcasts, and interactive online modules. education networks, facilitating knowledge exchange.
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Comprehensive Benefits

This initiative yields multi-faceted benefits, positively impacting the region across economic, social, and environmental dimensions.

Economic Impact

Diversifies local tourism offerings,
reducing reliance on seasonal travel.

Encourages longer visitor stays,
increasing spending and economic
contribution.

Creates new job opportunities within
the geotourism and educational
sectors.

Social Enrichment

Boosts local science literacy and
community engagement with
geological heritage.

Empowers local communities
through knowledge-sharing and
participation.

Fosters community pride in the
unique natural and cultural assets of
the region.

Environmental Stewardship

Promotes sustainable resource use
and responsible interaction with the
natural environment.

Raises crucial awareness of natural
hazards and promotes
preparedness.

Supports conservation efforts within
the protected Geopark areas.



Our Partners

This project is made possible through the dedicated collaboration of key
organizations, each bringing unique expertise to the table.

Visit Reykjanes GeoCamp Iceland

The primary project lead, Specialists in designing immersive
responsible for strategic marketing, educational tours and developing
overall coordination, and ensuring cutting-edge learning materials
effective dissemination. tailored for geological studies.

Reykjanes UNESCO Global Geopark

Providing invaluable scientific communication, deep geoscience expertise,
and ensuring alignment with global geopark standards.




Innovation: A Unique Synthesis

This project stands as a pioneering endeavor in Iceland, uniquely combining
several critical elements to forge a new path for sustainable tourism and
education.

) )
Volcanic Crisis Environment| | Regenerative Tourism Principles
Integrating real-time geological Adopting a holistic approach that
events with structured educational actively contributes to the well-
tourism for unparalleled learning. being of the destination, not just

visitation.
J
N

Global Academic Networks

Leveraging established
relationships to attract leading
researchers and educational
institutions worldwide.

v,

This innovative blend positions Reykjanes UNESCO Global Geopark at the forefront
of geotourism, offering an unparalleled opportunity for research, education, and
responsible engagement with a living planet.




THANK YOU!

Contacts:
Thuridur Aradottir Braun - thura@visitreykjanes.is
Daniel Einarsson - daniel@reykjanesgeopark.is
Arnbjorn Olafsson - arnbjorn@geocamp.is
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